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	170
	A. Explanatory Note — IV. Content of the draft Opinion — a. Background and regulatory framework — ii. The regulatory framework 
	8 - 11 
	Comment 170 
Item 40, page 10

NPA request views on implementing a rule structure similar to ATM/ANS, OPS & FCL.  

We agree that a comprehensive set of rules in SERA using the standard rule structure will be useful and sensible.

 
	 

	171
	A. Explanatory Note — IV. Content of the draft Opinion — b. New proposed Annex to SERA Implementing Rule (SERA Part B) — ii. Content of SERA Part B 
	13 - 20 
	Comment 171
Chapter 1 Item 63, page 14, first bullet of Chapter 1 

NPA first request for views on where to place para 1.1.1 of SERA Part B.

This para should remain at the top of SERA Part B, because it is the overarching safety statement which must take priority when implementing SERA Part B
	 

	172
	A. Explanatory Note — IV. Content of the draft Opinion — b. New proposed Annex to SERA Implementing Rule (SERA Part B) — ii. Content of SERA Part B 
	13 - 20 
	Comment 172
Chapter 1 Item 63, page 14, first bullet of Chapter 1

NPA second request for views on the application and the implications of requirements in para 1.1.2.1 of SERA Part B

This para gives primacy to aircraft operators and is thus an important statement for the safety and regularity of air operations.
	 

	173
	A. Explanatory Note — IV. Content of the draft Opinion — b. New proposed Annex to SERA Implementing Rule (SERA Part B) — ii. Content of SERA Part B 
	13 - 20 
	Comment 173
Item 63, page 14, second bullet of Chapter 1

NPA request: Is a time check to the nearest minute only acceptable? 

For normal operations a 1 minute time check is adequate.  Other means of transmitting time are available to aircraft requiring a more accurate time.
	 

	174
	A. Explanatory Note — IV. Content of the draft Opinion — b. New proposed Annex to SERA Implementing Rule (SERA Part B) — ii. Content of SERA Part B 
	13 - 20 
	Comment 174
Item 63, pages 14 and 15, fourth bullet of Chapter 1

A maximum duration of 3 years is applied to Class F airspace, contrary to ICAO.

The alignment with ICAO should be preserved whenever possible so Class F airspace should be retained as a category in SERA Part B.   Pilots involved in international air transport have to be familiar with operation in Class F and States do not have to implement it if it is not appropriate to their circumstances. 
	 

	175
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B –Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Chapter 1 – Air Traffic Services — 1.1 General 
	29 
	Comment 175
Part B Para 1.1.3.1, Time in air traffic services.
Aerodrome control towers shall, prior to an aircraft taxiing for take-off, provide the pilot with the correct time.

Few control towers at aerodromes in the EU provides a routine time check to aircraft prior to taxi clearance.  It would be madness to require this additional and time consuming radio transmission before every taxi clearance.  This requirement should be deleted or at least annotated “except where prescribed by the competent authority”.
	 

	176
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B –Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Chapter 1 – Air Traffic Services — 1.2 Classification of airspaces 
	29 - 30 
	Comment 176
Part B Para 1.2.1, subheading Class A Airspace. 
VFR flight prohibited in Class A airspace.
In some of the EU and elsewhere in the World, VFR flight is permitted in Class A airspace notwithstanding the ICAO definition.  VFR access to Class A airspace is sometimes needed for some sporting events such as parachuting, gliding and ballooning. Today, States can issue an exemption to permit this but will not be able to do so once EU law is enacted unless provision is made here
 

SERA Part A makes provision in its Para 3.9.1 for minima for flight in Class A airspace where permitted.  Therefore para 1.2.1 should include provision for VFR flight in Class A airspace otherwise Part B will contradict Part A.  If States are unable to agree to do this, a phrase such as "except where prescribed by the competent authority" will be needed to allow sporting access to Class A airspace where Special VFR is not authorised.
	 

	177
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B –Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Chapter 1 – Air Traffic Services — 1.2 Classification of airspaces 
	29 - 30 
	Comment 177
Part B Para 1.2.1 subheading Class A Airspace. 
Air-ground voice communications required in Class A airspace
Activities such as parachuting, ballooning and gliding occur in Class A airspace throughout the EU using exemptions and clearances even though the participants cannot always comply with a requirement for continuous (or even any) air-ground voice communications.  Provision needs to be made for these activities either here in Para 1.2.1 or elsewhere in SERA Part B.
	 

	178
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B –Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Chapter 1 – Air Traffic Services — 1.2 Classification of airspaces 
	29 - 30 
	Comment 178
Part B Para 1.2.1 subheading Class B Airspace. 
Air-ground voice communications required in Class B airspace
Activities such as parachuting, ballooning and gliding occur in Class B airspace throughout the EU using exemptions and clearances even though the participants cannot always comply with a requirement for continuous (or even any) air-ground voice communications.  Provision needs to be made for these activities either here in Para 1.2.1 or elsewhere in SERA Part B.
	 

	179
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B –Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Chapter 1 – Air Traffic Services — 1.2 Classification of airspaces 
	29 - 30 
	Comment 179
Part B Para 1.2.1 subheading Class G Airspace. 
All IFR flights shall be capable of establishing air-ground voice communications.

This is inconsistent with SERA Part A.  ICAO Chapter 11 does not require aircraft operating IFR in class G airspace to be capable of establishing air-ground communications as proposed by this paragraph.  This issue was argued strongly during the consultation of SERA Part A and we maintain our position that this is not required.  As Part B is currently drafted, an aircraft operating IFR in Class G airspace must have a radio but does not need to switch it on.  Therefore you accept that communication by these aircraft in Class G airspace is not required.  If communication is not required, mandating the carriage of a capability is perverse and completely pointless.  The paragraph should reflect ICAO Annex 11 by stating "Class G. IFR and VFR flights are permitted and receive flight information service if requested."
	 

	180
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B –Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Chapter 1 – Air Traffic Services — 1.2 Classification of airspaces 
	29 - 30 
	Comment 180
Part B Para 1.2.2 Implementation of Class F Airspace.
Class F airspace time limited to 3 years.

As we stated in our comment 5, the alignment with ICAO should be preserved whenever possible so Class F airspace should be retained as a category in SERA Part B.   Pilots involved in international air transport have to be familiar with operation in Class F and States to not have to implement it if it is not appropriate to their circumstances.   Applying a notional timescale to this such approval serves no purpose and should be deleted.
	 

	181
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B –Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Chapter 1 – Air Traffic Services — 1.3 Requirements for communications and SSR transponder 
	31 
	Comment 181
Part B Para 1.3.2 Transponder Mandatory Zones (TMZ). 
The mandatory carriage and operation of SSR transponders capable of operating on Modes A and C or on Mode S shall be required in TMZs.

To operate effectively and safely many existing TMZs have a provision for certain access by aircraft that are not equipped with Mode A & C or Mode S provided they obtain a clearance or follow a prescribed procedure.  For example, access lanes to minor airfields or sites.  Paragraph 1.3.2 should make provision for these procedures and we propose that it should be amended to finish with the phrase …. except where prescribed by the competent authority.
	 

	182
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B –Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Chapter 2 – Air Traffic Control Service — 2.1 Application 
	33 
	Comment 182
Part B Para 2.1.1 Air traffic control service shall be provided

As per our comment number 7 on permitting certain VFR flight in Class A airspace, sub para b) should be amended to read “b) to all VFR flights in airspace Classes A, B, C and D;”
	 

	183
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B –Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Chapter 2 – Air Traffic Control Service — 2.2 Operation of air traffic control service 
	33 - 34 
	Comment 183
Part B Para 2.2.2 a) Clearances issued by air traffic control units shall provide separation between all flights in airspace Classes A and B

Procedures presently allow uncontrolled traffic in defined areas of Class A and B airspace, for example, “gliding boxes”.  Para 2.2.2 a) should make provision for this and we suggest adding a note to state “except where prescribed by the competent authority”
	 

	184
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B –Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Chapter 2 – Air Traffic Control Service — 2.5 Control of persons and vehicles at aerodromes 
	37 
	Comment 184
Part B para 2.5.1 

The requirement for the control tower to control the movement of persons or vehicles is only applicable at a controlled aerodrome.  We suggest this para is amended to read “2.5.1 The movement of persons or vehicles including towed aircraft on the manoeuvring area of a controlled aerodrome shall be controlled by the aerodrome control tower as necessary to avoid hazard to them or to aircraft landing, taxiing or taking off”
	 

	185
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B –Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Chapter 2 – Air Traffic Control Service — 2.6 Special VFR in control zones 
	37 - 38 
	Comment 185
Part B para 2.6.1, Special VFR in control zones
Para 2.6.1 a) would prevent ATC issuing a special VFR clearance to an aircraft at night.  The circumstances may arise where an aircraft/pilot combination satisfy the requirements for IFR flight in Class G airspace but not in a Class A control zone so the only way to cross the class A airspace is on a special VFR clearance.  We see no reason to preclude special VFR at night so propose that either para i) is deleted or a note is added “except where prescribed by the competent authority”.
	 

	186
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B – Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — APPENDIX 1 OF PART B – ATS AIRSPACE CLASSES – SERVICES PROVIDED AND FLIGHT REQUIREMENTS 
	45 - 47 
	Comment 186
Appendix 1 of Part B
Row 1 amend IFR Only to IFR and VFR in two rows as per our comment 176 and SERA Part A
	 

	187
	B. Draft Opinion — I. Draft Opinion SERA Part B — Part B – Requirements regarding Services in Air Navigation — Supplement to the Annex — PART B 
	56 - 58 
	Comment 187
Supplement to the Annex – ICAO Differences A11-05
Sub para a) i) amend “day only” in accordance with our comment number 16
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