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he LAA has a broad spectrum of
members which not only includes the
owners of the microlights, amateurbuilt, classic and vintage aircraft that our
engineering services oversee, but also a
great many members who we classify
as ‘enthusiasts’.
We know from our surveys that a significant
number of enthusiasts hold a PPL and fly nonLAA aircraft, so it is therefore highly likely that
we have more individual EASA/CAA certified
aircraft pilots among our ranks than any other
UK Association. Our members’ passion is
flying and though the Association is involved
in a great many activities, it is clear that our
foremost duty is to secure the right regulatory
environment and freedoms to ensure that
not only our members, but recreational
pilots as a whole can continue to enjoy their
passion without unreasonable hindrance or
barriers. The LAA does much to ensure it has
a voice and a presence at all levels within the
regulatory framework to do just that,
and vitally works together with other like
bodies for the general good of sports and
recreational flying.
Until 2004, co-ordination was fragmented
among UK sports and recreational flying
associations; the various groups included
balloons and airships, hang-gliding and
paragliding, gliding, microlights, helicopters,
the PPL Instrument Rating group and, of
course, ourselves. All these groups had
many similar regulatory requirements and
goals, but we were all working as individual
organisations. We, and others from amongst
these groups, realised that it was vital
that we worked together to establish the
simple concept of a common position on
consultations, while recognising the need
for individual organisations to make their
own representations.
In practice, we found it remarkably easy
to establish common positions; we have
never been in conflict. Thus the GA Alliance
was formed and it consists of every major UK
aviation association: BBAC, BHPA, HCGB, LAA,
PPL/IR Europe – and through the Royal Aero
Club of the UK, other sports and recreational
aviation interests. The group has no chairman;
it operates with a nominated Facilitator,
currently myself, to ensure it maintains its
principles and effectiveness.
At a political level, we are fortunate in the
UK to have a number of cross-party MPs and
Members of the House of Lords, including LAA
Board member Lord Rotherwick, who have
formed the Parliamentary Aviators Group
(PAG). The GA Alliance regularly meets with
the PAG and discusses issues and problems
related to the domestic and the European
regulatory picture.
Our regular interfaces with the Department
for Transport divide into three forms: regular
stakeholder meetings; part consultation/part
information exchange in the areas of EASA
and Eurocontrol/SESAR (airspace) matters;
and finally the DfT External Advisory Group
meeting, which feeds into the DfT’s own
programmes and review process. The LAA
directly, or through the GA Alliance, attends all
of these meetings.
The CAA also has formal regular
stakeholder meetings. The National Air
Traffic Management Advisory Committee
(NATMAC) focuses on airspace issues linking
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Roger Hopkinson, Chairman of the
LAA, surveys the wide-ranging and
crucial contacts maintained by the
Association, from Westminster and
Whitehall to the increasingly
important pan-European forums

to all airspace consultations, and the General
Aviation Consultative Council (GACC) which
concentrates on airworthiness and licensing
specific to General Aviation. The LAA attends
these in its own right, as well as many related
working groups.
An important example would be
involvement in the CAA’s development
of its Future Airspace Strategy, which is
fundamental to our interests. Recently this
involvement has been extended to include a
GA Safety Partnership and ‘partnership’ is a
word we now frequently use in many of our
dealings with the CAA, demonstrating the
maturity of our working with the Authority. It
is a big and important step to be able to say
that Gatwick and Aviation House, Kingsway,
are regular meeting venues for us!
To link Government and the CAA, there is
an important interface: The General Aviation
Strategic Forum. Spawned out of the 2006
Strategic Review of General Aviation, this

“Retaining our freedom to
fly is fundamental”
is a group of senior CAA managers and
representatives from the DfT. I sit on that
through my role as GA Alliance Facilitator
and currently chair that forum. It includes
three main objectives: to co-ordinate the
implementation of the recommendations
of the GA Strategic Review; to facilitate the
establishment of a common UK position
on EU regulatory proposals; and to assist
Government on strategic issues relating to
General Aviation by providing a readilyaccessible source of specialist information
and opinions. More recently, with the 2006
Strategic review behind us, the focus is on
identifying and addressing current strategic
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Commercial Air Transport (CAT) seeks an
increasing amount of controlled airspace and
GA must be ever vigilant to safeguard its right
to fly without undue hindrance
issues vital to GA, looking at how they may be
addressed and then doing just that. This forum
is taken very seriously by the CAA, evidenced
by a Director attending each meeting, the
CAA’s CEO attending at least one each year,
and an annual joint meeting with the whole
CAA Board.
The LAA also has positions on several
other forums and groups, including (and
there are many): the Boards of the General
Aviation Safety Council (GASCo), the General
Aviation Awareness Council (GAAC), the Royal
Aeronautical Club (RAeC); working parties on
Airspace Infringements, security issues and
especially in recent times, forums related to
the Olympics arrangements.

WHAT ABOUT EUROPE?

CAT must work with
General Aviation to share
airspace effectively

Many of the decisions and new regulations
that affect light aviation are made at a
European level by the European Aviation
Safety Agency (EASA), based in Cologne.
Sports and recreational aviation is well
represented in Europe by Europe Air Sports
(EAS), an association of the European National
Aero Clubs and European Air Sports Unions,
with the objective to co-ordinate regulatory
matters in Europe. EAS is outstanding in its
European interfaces and indeed, is highly
regarded by all. It has a permanent presence
in Europe and its resources include a full
time lobbyist. Individual associations around
Europe must work through their national aero
clubs – in the UK that is the RAeC – in order to
input into EASA via EAS. However, as a major
player on the European light aviation scene,
LAA also has direct input into EAS.
Five years ago, the LAA was instrumental
in forming the European Federation of Light,
Experimental and Vintage aircraft (EFLEVA).
This has over 15,000 members from 13
European Associations and Groups. The LAA
currently holds the Presidency and one of
the Vice-Presidencies in EFLEVA, which also
has direct input into EAS and thereby EASA.
It is these direct links that have enabled the
LAA and EFLEVA to participate on many EASA
working parties, often developing regulatory
proposals before they even go to consultation.
It has also given us a link to other national
aviation authorities, such as the DGCAC in
France.

FREEDOM TO FLY

The LAA recognises its primary duty to its
members is to secure a good regulatory
environment in which they can operate
without undue hindrance – and we take it
very seriously. We are at the forums and have
developed appropriate working relationships
both in the UK and in Europe, addressing
specific topics relevant not only to the LAA
itself, but also to recreational aviation and
GA as a whole. We often don’t shout about it
since it is simply part of the job of representing
our member interests and those of the Light
Aircraft Association.
Retaining our freedom to fly is fundamental.
We see our continued presence at the
regulatory table as vital to the future wellbeing
of light aviation in the UK. ‹
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