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ommercial air transport is generally
considered to be the safest form of
transport, and many would like to
think that also applies to General Aviation
but sadly, that’s not the case. While GA
is certainly not a reckless pastime, it
does not operate the same, very high,
pilot proficiency check regimes of the
commercial sector and the person who is
ultimately responsible for making GA safe
is you, the pilot. You’re in charge; you are
the aircraft commander.
The training required for a Private Pilot
Licence provides the foundation upon which
to build your experience and knowledge,
and is the minimum level required to
operate safely. It’s also directly after the
completion of his training that a pilot is at
his most knowledgeable. While his training
is fresh in his mind, he is still within the club
environment and being monitored by the
Chief Flying Instructor.
If you ask yourself how you can continue to
make it safer for you and your passengers, you
soon realise that the pathway to developing
your flying is to enhance your knowledge
and understanding of the aircraft and the
environment in which you operate. This is
not just about hours, but also about taking
the time to understand how and why things
function the way they do.
As an aircraft owner and operator, the onus
on you is somewhat greater, but so are the
rewards. Maintaining an aircraft under the
supervision of an LAA inspector will help you
to understand the how and why. This will, in
turn, lead to you being a better and safer pilot
because if you do have a failure of some kind,
you will understand the implications that the
failure has for you, the pilot.

The LAA PILOT C
PCS Chairman Jon Cooke explains how the
Pilot Coaching Scheme can give you new
skills, improved flying and set you on the
path to becoming a better pilot

COACHING SCHEME

Affordable flying is only a small part of what
is available to pilots who join the LAA. The
Association and its members’ enjoyment
of flying – and our ability to share that with
others – carries with it the responsibility
to maintain good standards of flying and
airmanship, and our Pilot Coaching Scheme
(PCS) provides coaches to assist you not only
with specific courses, but with any general
questions and training needs.
PCS coaches are selected for their instructing
experience on a wide variety of LAA types
and can offer their wisdom on various aspects
of owning and operating LAA aircraft. Our
courses are kept informal and friendly, with
an emphasis on developing skills, judgement
and airmanship.
The courses currently on offer have been
designed to fulfil the needs of most of our
members. They include type conversion,
tailwheel conversion, differences training,
strip flying, general flying, and biennial
reviews. Should you desire training in a
particular skill or area, then the Pilot Coaching
Scheme will be able to help. However
experienced you are, you will benefit from
refresher training such as stalling, practice
forced landings and crosswinds. These are

The author returns after an aerobatic sortie
with an LAA member in a Christen Eagle
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some of the exercises run by PCS coaches to
build confidence and competence.
Our most popular courses are type
conversion training and tailwheel
conversions, since members who have
just purchased an LAA aircraft or have just
completed building an aircraft will generally
require some form of instruction. Gaining
confidence in your new aircraft under the
guidance of an instructor is an important
part of your training, and should not be
undervalued. If you are also converting onto
a tailwheel, then getting into the swing of
things while finding your feet is part of the
enjoyment and challenge of learning.

AEROBATICS AND DISPLAY FLYING

The LAA has been developing a number of
courses which we hope will help you to enjoy
your aircraft even more. Selected LAA Coaches
are also CAA-authorised Display Authorisation
Evaluators (DAEs) and are available to coach

those who are interested in aerobatics and
displaying vintage and amateur built aircraft.
Whether you want tuition in basic aerobatics
or more advanced tuition leading to the issue
of a CAA Display Authorisation, contact us for
details of your nearest LAA coach.

WHY USE THE PCS?

All PCS coaches are CAA-rated Flight
Instructors or Class Rating Instructors, and
‘R’ Examiners. This means that all coaches
can help you to complete your biennial
review, offer our range of specific courses,
and give general practice and revision.
Coaching is available to all LAA members and
in any aircraft, whether C of A, Permit to Fly
or microlight. Coaches in the PCS are all LAA
members, and have experience on a wide
range of vintage and modern types. Here’s a
resource that you can use to really benefit
from their knowledge and experience at
minimal outlay.

The majority of vintage and classic types, and
many amateur-built aircraft like this Sherwood
Ranger, are tailwheelers and require difference
training for pilots trained on modern, tricycle
undercarriage machines

If you would like more information about
the Pilot Coaching Scheme, or are considering
the partial or full purchase of an aircraft, then
contact your local LAA coach for a friendly and
informal chat – our advice is free! Full details
of the PCS and what it has to offer can be found
on the LAA website at www.laa.uk.com
The LAA charges a nominal fee for use of the
scheme, which essentially covers travel costs
for your LAA coach. You arrange a mutually
agreeable time and location for your training
and, being Britain, you hope that the weather
will turn out to be suitable!
Have fun and fly safely! ‹
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